
NEWCOMER-FRIENDLY LANGUAGE 
In our Ethical Societies – and in other groups – the tendency to use insider-language can be put-offish 

to the first-time visitor. 

Here are some of the common “insider-language” uses and how you might improve them: 

INSIDER LANGUAGE FRIENDLIER TO NEW PEOPLE: SUGGESTION 

Using the acronym or a short version of the 
Society’s name. (Examples: WES, Brooklyn 
Ethical, the Society….) 

 

Use the Society’s full, usual name the first time you 
mention it.  The next time, use the name and the 
acronym or short version if that’ 

Calling on people you know by their first 
name in response period. 

 

(A sure way of making newcomers feel very 
left out.) 

Calling on everyone by pointing or describing their 
location and, if possible, having someone bring 
them a microphone.   

If possible to read the nametags, go ahead and do 
so for everyone, including new people. 

Platform 

(Are we about carpentry? A political party?) 

Use “platform meeting” for the whole meeting 
time, “platform address” for the talk by the Leader 
or guest, etc.  That both enculturates the new 
people to the unique language, and  

Leader 

 

(The new person can’t hear that there’s a 
capital letter there, and differentiate 
between the generic use of the term “leader” 
and our special use.) 

At least the first time and when introducing 
her/him, say something like “our equivalent of a 
minister or rabbi” or have that in the program.  
Where you have more descriptive titles – “Senior 
Leader” or “Consulting Leader” or “Clergy Leader” 
it can be a bit less misleading.  Clarifying info can 
be in the program if you have a standard list of 
people there. 

AEU – especially as used as if it’s separate 
from the Society 

The American Ethical Union, the national 
federation which this Society belongs to / is part of 
…. 

Your name for the children’s program  

(Sunday School, Religious Education, SEEK, 
Children’s Assembly, Ethical Education…) 

First time at least, describe in a couple of words: 
“our ethical education program for children and 
teens.” 

What others can you think of?  

  

  

  

  

 


