
 

 

Building Community Connections 
AEU Workshop Announcement 

 
“Liberal religious societies need to be connected to and effective in their local 
communities.  Strong community connections will help your local society become a 
stronger organization and a more effective force for the good.”  
         -- Rev. Tony Johnson 
 
In Building Community Connections, Rev. Tony Johnson will explain the six imperatives of building 
community connections: 
§ Put your local community in metropolitan context. 
§ Know and understand the needs and resources of your local society. 
§ Know and understand the needs and resources of your local community. 
§ Be a good neighbor and build alliances. 
§ Design and carry out a program or project that will succeed.    
§ Get your society the recognition it deserves. 

 
Anthony P. (Rev. Tony) Johnson is a Unitarian Universalist minister, community organizer, and 
educator. He earned his M.Div. at Harvard and his M.S. at Milano -- The New School for Management 
and Urban Policy. In 2005, he completed a nine-year ministry (in Orange, NJ) that revitalized an inner 
city liberal religious society, established an outreach ministry to the neighborhood, and made the 
church a player in the community.   
 
Rev. Tony has been minister to three congregations, executive director of a community-based 
organization, and taught sociology at Monmouth University and Bloomfield College and nonprofit 
management at Milano.  He is the editor of Urban Discipleship: Theology and Praxis in the Veatch 
Urban Social Justice Ministry Project [2nd ed., 2006] and writer/publisher of News from Rev. Tony, an e-
newsletter on issues and resources for congregations and community nonprofits. 
 
Where, When, and How: 
 
Date and Time: May 20, 2006, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Place: New York Society for Ethical Culture 
Registration: Names and fees must be in the AEU office by May 1.  Registration forms 

will be available by April 10. 
Cost: $25/registrant (includes lunch), if received by May 1, $50/registrant after 

May 1 
   
Travel sharing: in order to distribute travel costs, the AEU will attempt to hold workshops on a variety of topics, 
with some held in the New York area, some in the Midwest, some in the Washington/Baltimore area (almost half 
the membership of the Societies of the AEU is in the Boston-Philadelphia corridor, almost a quarter in the 
Chicago/St. Louis corridor, and almost a quarter in the Baltimore/Washington/Northern Virginia/North Carolina 
corridor). 
 
Home Hospitality: The AEU will attempt to match home hospitality requests from those traveling more than 100 
miles to New York to home hospitality offers from members of New York area Societies.  Requests for home 
hospitality and offers of home hospitality should be communicated to the AEU office by May 1, but individuals are 
urged to make their own arrangements if possible. 


