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Involvement in Social Policy 

 
The Ethical Movement slogan “deed before creed” reminds us of the ethical obligation of each of us to 
work to help create a better world. However, it is expected that ethical people may disagree as to what 
are appropriate policies. Even people with similar moral values may have different views as to what is 
occurring, what has caused events, or what the effects of proposed policies would be. In such 
circumstances, the role of the Ethical Society should be to encourage members and others to learn 
about the problem, to discuss possible ways for dealing with an issue, and to work as individuals to 
support policies and programs they believe would be beneficial.  Sponsoring forums on the issue would 
be an appropriate policy in such situations. 
 
However, there are issues where the vast majority of members hold similar views and where acting 
together would build group cohesion, add to the effectiveness of individual actions, and enhance the 
reputation of the Society and the Ethical Movement among individuals sharing similar social concerns. 
In such situations, it is appropriate for the Society to take policy stands or to undertake projects to help 
improve social conditions. 
 
Even in such cases, if there are significant differences in views among our members, it is important that 
we treat members who disagree with the majority with respect. Adherents of minority positions should 
be given appropriate opportunities to present their views and to try to influence the views of others. 
Policy resolutions should include statements [such as in our Iraq resolution] that while a substantial 
majority of our members are in agreement with the statement, we recognize and respect the diversity 
of views among our members on the issue and we encourage our members, whether or not they agree 
with the majority opinion, to share their views and act on their principles.  
 
NoVES should consider getting involved when: 
 
    -- Rights of the powerless are under attack by the more powerful or individual civil liberties are 
under attack by pressures to conform to majority views; 

--Violence is recommended or used in an unjust cause, or in an immoral manner; 
-- Reason and objective Science are under attack or the rights of those with non-traditional religious 
beliefs are threatened; 
-- The future of our planet is threatened by policies oblivious of our responsibilities to future 
generations; 
-- Inhumane policies, contrary to American and international ideals or obligations, are promoted; or  
-- Ethics are severely compromised by the government or by other powerful entities. 
    
NoVES will seek opportunities to help promote its ethical vision.   
NoVES actions can include letters, petitions, public speaking, donations, efforts to meet with and 
persuade elected officials, participation in demonstrations, and other legal and ethical means.  
NoVES may seek alliances or membership in groups that are formed to address issues such as those 
above, but will attempt to avoid alliances with groups or organizations that may themselves 
endanger reason, rights, or liberties.  NoVES will strive always to act with integrity and honesty in 



any social action activity. 
 
NoVES will not become involved in partisan activities or in purely partisan political disputes. 
 
Making NoVES heard: 
 
--Any member of the Northern Virginia Ethical Society may propose that  
the society take a position or undertake a project addressing a particular issue.   
--Normally proposed policy stands will be vetted by the Social Action Committee and their 
recommendation will be sought. However, when time is short the Board can act without such 
consultation.  
--When taking a stand on a new issue, the Board will consult with the membership and not take a 
policy position on behalf of the Society unless the position has the support of at least two-thirds of 
the members voting at a meeting. Alternatively a position can be adopted through a virtual vote, 
with the approval of two-thirds of voting members.  
--When a policy statement is designed for implementation or updating of an earlier more general 
resolution adopted by our members, the Board may act without seeking a new approval from our 
members. 
--When the desirability of urgent action on an issue on which the members have not                                                       
expressed their views precludes waiting for such consultation, the Board can take a position on its 
own behalf, without claiming that it is speaking for the Society. 
--Any policy resolution by the Board on an issue of social concern requires approval of two-thirds of 
the Board members. 
--Policy positions will be posted on the NoVES website, and publicized where appropriate. 
 
Official NoVES Groups: 
 
Official NoVES groups may take official public positions on issues not approved by the Board, so long 
as the group states that their views represent those of the group rather than NoVES. 
 
Individual Members: 
 
All individual members of NoVES are encouraged to speak out on issues such as those listed above. 
While they may not speak for NoVES, they are encouraged to speak about how their faith has 
affected or influenced their views, and may reference their membership or official position at 
NoVES. 
 
 
Affirmed by the Board of NoVES in October 2005 and August 2006, with feedback from the Ethical 
Action Committee 

 


