
EIGHT COMMITMENTS OF ETHICAL CULTURE 
1. ETHICS IS CENTRAL. 

The most central human issue in our lives involves creating a more humane environment.  

2. ETHICS BEGINS WITH CHOICE. 

Creating a more humane environment begins by affirming the need to make significant choices in our lives.  

3. WE CHOOSE TO TREAT EACH OTHER AS ENDS, NOT MERELY MEANS. 

To enable us to be whole, in a fragmented world, we choose to treat each other as unique individuals having 

intrinsic worth. 

4. WE SEEK TO ACT WITH INTEGRITY. 

Treating one another as ends requires that we learn to act with integrity. This includes keeping commitments, and 

being more open, honest, caring, and responsive.  

5. WE ARE COMMITTED TO EDUCATE OURSELVES. 

Personal progress is possible, both in wisdom and in social life. Learning how to build ethical relationships and 

cultivate a humane community is a life-long endeavor. 

6. SELF-REFLECTION AND OUR SOCIAL NATURE REQUIRE US TO SHAPE A MORE HUMANE WORLD. 

Spiritual life is rooted in self-reflection, but can only come to full flower in community. This is because people are 

social, needing both primary relationships and larger supportive groups to become fully human. Our social nature 

requires that we reach beyond ourselves to decrease suffering and increase creativity in the world.  

7. DEMOCRATIC PROCESS IS ESSENTIAL TO OUR TASK. 

The democratic process is essential to a humane social order because it respects the worth of persons and elicits 

and allows a greater expression of human capacities. Democratic process also implies a commitment to shared 

responsibility and authority. 

8. LIFE ITSELF INSPIRES RELIGIOUS RESPONSE. 

Although awareness of impending death intensifies the human quest for meaning, and lends perspective to all our 

achievements, the mystery of life itself, the need to belong, to feel connected to the universe, and the desire for 

celebration and joy, are primary factors motivating human "religious" response.  
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